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PRESS RELEASE
Vive I’hybride: Solaris hybrid bus for Strasbourg

Bolechowo, 31.10.2008

The climate-friendly hybrid bus built by Solaris Bus & Coach has found another home: From
the beginning of 2009, a Solaris hybrid will operate in the French city of Strasbourg. With fuel
consumption currently already as much

as 22-24% lower and emissions reduced by up to 78%, it is an economic solution for city
transport as well as a clear benefit for the environment.

The French city of Strasbourg, located on the banks of the rivers Il and Rhine at the border
to Germany, connects Europe and looks to the future. The Council of Europe, European Parliament
and European Court of Human Rights are all based in the historic city. Here, visions transcend borders
and joint issues are addressed, including the challenge entailed by climate change. Now, the operation
of a state-of-the-art Solaris Urbino 18 Hybrid will demonstrate Strasbourg’s commitment to the
environment and quality of life.

The Solaris hybrid bus for Compagnie des Transports Strasbourgeois (CTS) will enter service in early
20009. It will be the first of its kind in France, the fourth European country to use Solaris hybrid buses.

"The Solaris Urbino 18 Hybrid now will also show its benefits in France. With significantly reduced fuel
consumption and lower emissions - 13 % less NO,, 25% less CO, and even 78% less particulate
matter - compared to conventional diesel buses, it is an unbeatable advantage for the environment,"
said Solange Olszewska, CEO of Solaris Bus & Coach.

Comparative tests with a conventionally-powered Solaris Urbino 18 were conducted according to the
UITP-defined SORT measuring cycles by the TUV SUD Group and Dresden Fraunhofer Institute.
The Solaris hybrid bus’s fuel consumption was lower by 23.7% in the SORT1 cycle, 23.4% in the
SORT2 cycle and 22.9% in the SORT3 cycle.

The Solaris Urbino 18 Hybrid combines a 178 kW (242 PS) Cummins diesel engine with the EP50
hybrid system developed and supplied by Allison Transmission. Two 75 kW electric engines reduce
the load of the diesel engine, enabling it to run at optimum speed at all times. During braking, energy
is recuperated. This is stored in roof-mounted nickel-metal hydride batteries and is available
for subsequent acceleration.

With the hybrid bus for Strasbourg, Solaris confirms it commitment to the French market, Europe’s
largest bus and coach market. The Solaris Urbino 18 Hybrid for CTS will not be the last of its kind:



already, an order from another major French operator is on the books.

"Our buses in general and our hybrid bus in particular combine latest environmentally-friendly
technology with highest quality, durability and attractive design. We are sure that this excellent
combination will find many friends in France and that we will soon be able to announce further

successes," said Solange Olszewska.

With a workforce of 1,500 employees, Compagnie des Transports Strasbourgeois (CTS) operates
the tram and bus network of the Strasbourg agglomeration, home to 650,000 people. 90 trams and 340
buses carry 90m passengers per year and offer state-of-the-art public transport for the "Capital

of Europe".
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About our company

Solaris Bus & Coach sp. z o0.0. is a leading producer of city
and intercity buses in Europe. It focuses on the development
of low-emission and zero-emission vehicles, i. e. electric
and hydrogen buses as well as trolleybuses. Over 25,000
Solaris vehicles have been delivered so far and they ply the
streets in 850 towns and cities across 33 countries located
throughout Europe as well as beyond it. Solaris is part of the
Spanish CAF Group (Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles)
S.A. From conception, to the design and manufacturing phases,
all Solaris buses are produced in Poland. All activities
undertaken by the company are in line with its mission, which
is reflected in the brand’s promise: to change the image
of public transport. Solaris also actively partners with public
transport operators and provides them with comprehensive
support in their transition to zero-emission mobility. Solaris
products have been repeatedly awarded for quality
and innovation. The Urbino 18 hydrogen bus has won the
prestigious 'Bus of the Year 2025’ title.
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